
Q     U    A     L     I     T     Y            I     N     N   O     V     A     T     I     O    N          S     E     R   V    I    C    E

© Canadian Grain Commission, 2010

The CGC and you: The CGC and you: 
Yesterday, today and tomorrowYesterday, today and tomorrow

Elwin Hermanson
Chief Commissioner, Canadian Grain Commission

TopicsTopics

Yesterday
• Our shared past

Today
• Current projects at the CGC

� GM flaxseed
� Review of grain company licences

Tomorrow
• Working towards the future

� Research projects
� Reviewing policies and procedures



YesterdayYesterday

HistoryHistory

1890s and 1900s

• Agriculture moving west

• Farmers felt treatment unfair

• Farmers lobbied for solution

• Legislation existed, but patchwork

HistoryHistory

1912

• Canada Grain Act enacted

• Canadian Grain Commission began

1912 to present

• Work together to maintain reputation for high 
quality grain



MandateMandate

Guided by the Canada Grain Act,
and in the interest of grain producers, 
the Canadian Grain Commission works 
to establish and maintain standards 
of quality for Canadian grain, 
regulate grain handling in Canada, 
and to ensure that grain is a dependable 
commodity for domestic and export markets.

Guided by the Canada Grain Act,
and in the interest of grain producers, 
the Canadian Grain Commission works 
to establish and maintain standards 
of quality for Canadian grain, 
regulate grain handling in Canada, 
and to ensure that grain is a dependable 
commodity for domestic and export markets.

TodayToday

GM flaxseed issueGM flaxseed issue



CGC and industry actionsCGC and industry actions

Sampling and testing protocol
• Taking samples from bulk shipments
• Testing for GM flax
• Providing letters of assurance or documentation

Handling flaxseedHandling flaxseed

Industry
• Making effort to retain full value

Producers
• Use pedigreed seed
• Use farm-saved seed

Review of Review of 
grain companiesgrain companies ’’ licenceslicences



Licence reviewLicence review

Review
• Over next few months

Reclassification
• Starts on August 1, 2010
• Completed by August 1, 2011

What does this mean for you?What does this mean for you?

� Your delivery facility or grain buyer 
may be unlicensed

� Your delivery facility 
may change its licence

� Your rights and protections 
may change

When arenWhen aren ’’ t you protected?t you protected?

� At unlicensed facilities
� After 90 days
� Not always 100%

Your best security: get paid right away



Research projectsResearch projects

� Measuring chlorophyll in canola
• Near-infrared (NIR) technology

� Studying yellowness in durum wheat
• Understanding yellow in durum and pasta

� Using ultrasonic testing for noodles
• Objective method for measuring quality

Why is DON an important issue Why is DON an important issue 
for you?for you?

� Financial impact

� Human health

� Potential for international standards

� Demand for sampling and testing



black soil zone
dark brown soil zone
brown soil zone

Location of F. graminearum on the 
Prairies, 1985

black soil zone
dark brown soil zone
brown soil zone

Location of F. graminearum on the 
Prairies, 1993

black soil zone
dark brown soil zone
brown soil zone

Location of F. graminearum on the 
Prairies, 2002



Why is Ochratoxin A an Why is Ochratoxin A an 
important issue for you?important issue for you?

� Fungi produced in storage

� Occurs post-harvest

� Health concerns

� Increased regulations

� Stricter guidelines

Proposed changes Proposed changes 
to shrinkage deductionsto shrinkage deductions

Comprehensive shrinkageComprehensive shrinkage

Currently
• Grain dealers and process elevators can deduct 

for shrinkage
• Primary and terminal elevators cannot deduct for 

shrinkage
• Producers perceived inconsistencies



Comprehensive shrinkageComprehensive shrinkage

Proposed
• Process and transfer elevators to no longer 

deduct for comprehensive shrinkage

Moisture shrinkageMoisture shrinkage

What’s changing?
• 1.1% rebound factor eliminated
• Reference to a moisture level of 0.1% replaces 

rebound factor

What’s continuing?
• Companies deduct for moisture shrinkage
• CGC regulates moisture shrinkage allowances

Proposed changes to Proposed changes to 
CWRW variety classificationCWRW variety classification



CWRW classCWRW class

Radiant

Norstar

McClintock

CDC RaptorCDC Buteo

CDC FalconAC Bellatrix

CDC HarrierAC Tempest

CDC ClairAC 
Readymade

CDC KestrelCDC Osprey

GenericSelect

Why change?Why change?

� Develop consistent supply

� Allow CWRW to compete effectively

� Have continued access to high yielding 
varieties

Proposed changeProposed change

� Select and Generic would be eliminated

� Select varieties would stay in CWRW

� Generic varieties would move to CWGP

� Would happen August 1, 2013



Proposed grade standards Proposed grade standards 
changechange

Proposed change for August 1, 2011

• Would create #3 CWRW grade 

• Would set 11% protein minimum for #1 or #2 
CWRW

ConclusionConclusion
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